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Résumé/Abstract:

The Bureau of Meteorology has operated a national program to provide weather radar-
oriented services to the Australian public since 1972.  Over its almost 50-year history,
weather  radar  technology has evolved significantly. The Bureau’s radar  network has
seen a large amount of incremental change with the introduction of Doppler, and more
recently, dual-polarisation capabilities.  This has resulted in a heterogeneous network
which poses a significant challenge for maintenance, and for the offering of consistent
products and services.
A  concerted  effort  is  now  being  made  to  modernize  the  radar  network.  Critical
resilience  issues  and  technology  gaps  will  be  addressed,  allowing  the  Bureau  to
substantially enhance its radar-oriented services. 
This  talk  will  provide  an  overview  of  the  major  activities  taking  place  within  the
Bureau's radar program.  This includes topics such as homogenization and upgrade of
the network to dual-polarisation technology, design of a new operational scan strategy,
transition to standardized data formats, use of 3rd party software, and the search for a
new visualisation platform.


